ABSTRACT . Onosma bisotunensis Attar & Hamzeh'ee (Boraginaceae), a new species from western Iran, is described and illustrated. It is distinguished from its nearest relative, O. hebebulbum DC., by having a pilose (vs. glabrous) nectariferous ring, a bilabiate (vs. regular) calyx with two or three basally connate (vs. free) lobes and larger corolla ca. 19 mm (vs. 15 mm) long and pubescent (vs. densely villous) outside, and anthers 8-8.5 mm (vs. 6-7 mm) long.
During recent floristic and phytosociologic studies in western Iran by the second author, many new or rare species were collected. Among these is a new species of Onosma L. (Boraginaceae) described below as O. bisotunensis Attar & Hamzeh'ee. Onosma includes about 55 species, of which 17 are endemic to Iran, where they are distributed primarily in the central, western, and southwestern portions of the country (Riedl, 1968) . The new species has stellate hairs and belongs to a group of 11 Iranian species distributed in Kurdistan, Kermanshah, and BoyerAhmad provinces of the Zagros Mountains (Riedl, 1968; Ghahreman & Attar, 1996 Perennial, woody at base, up to 25 cm tall; flowering stems ascending, simple or branched above; setae patent or adpressed, with indistinct glabrous or pilose tubercle at base, densely shortly pubescent between setae. Basal leaves ovate or spatulate, 1.5-2 6 ca. 1 cm, petiole 0.5-2 cm, with long-adpressed setae on stellate-pilose tubercles, sparsely pubescent between setae; stem leaves 20-30 6 8-13 mm, remote, ovate, sessile, acute or apiculate. Inflorescences densely congested, subcapitate, 1 or 2; lower bracts leaf-like, ca. 18 6 6 mm; upper bracts narrowly linear, up to 10 6 1.5 mm; pedicel up to 3 mm, setose. Calyx ca. 13 mm, lobes ca. 2 mm wide, bilabiate, 2 or 3 connate, densely covered by appressed setae and pubescence, white at base with sericeous setae; corolla ca. 19 mm, yellow, sometimes dark blue with age, cylindric-campanulate, pubescent outside; lobes 5, triangular, 2-2.5 6 ca. 2 mm, revolute; nectariferous annulus villous; filaments ca. 7 mm, compressed, attenuate toward base, inserted ca. 7 mm above the base; anthers 8-8.5 mm, sagittate at base, with sterile tips, slightly exserted, free or rarely connate at base; style filiform, long-exserted; stigma small. Mature achenes unknown.
Habitat. Onosma bisotunensis grows in Quercus brantii Lindley and Acer monspessulanum L. communities on limestone substrates. This species was found only in a limited area, and we could not find any specimens in other herbaria such as TARI, TUH, and IRAN.
Relationships. Onosma bisotunensis is distributed in a small area of Kermanshah Province in western Iran. It is distinguished from its nearest relative, O. hebebulbum DC., which is distributed between Mehran and Ilam in Ilam Province, by its villous nectariferous ring, bilabiate calyx ca. 13 mm long with two or three basally connate lobes, larger corolla (ca. 19 mm) that is pubescent outside and initially yellow sometimes becoming dark blue, and anthers 8-8.5 mm long. In contrast, O. hebebulbum has a glabrous nectariferous ring, a regular calyx 12-17 mm long with free lobes, smaller (ca. 15 mm) corollas that are densely villous outside and initially creamy white becoming blue, and anthers 6-7 mm long. 
